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Minimal Poems

Minimal poems usually involve

a minimum of letters and other symbols.


Pieces of language


appear on the page


Parts of poems


Parts of sentences



Can a single line of words



be a poem?




Can a single word




be a poem?





Can a single letter





be a poem?






Can a single punctuation mark





be a poem?







Do people still







ask these questions?

When Aram Saroyan wrote lighght,

he gave literary history lasting minimal treasure.



What appears to be a misspelled word




won a national endowment award





and raised a tempest in a teapot






in the U.S. Congress,







and made “lighght”








one of the most famous









poems in history.



A one-letter poem is not necessarily




twice as easy to write





as a two-letter poem.


ALPHABET ANTHOLOGY contains 104 one-letter poems.



Joyce sent a postcard out to potential contributors.




The postcard had lowercase letters of





the alphabet printed on it.




She asked the recipient to circle a letter


and return it to her to be included in the anthology.


CAFÉ TAFFY is collection of two-word collaborations written


by P.J. Casteel, who played Joyce Holland, and me.



The rest of the poems are from THE TEBAHPLA,



a long-lost book recently unearthed in my attic.

The sun is setting


on my couch.



I’ll have to get up




and turn on the light.





but what if I






turned on the lighght







instead?

                                     twlighght

                                                                     starlighght

                             moonlighght

                                                                                           nighghtlighght
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Café Taffy
2-word Collabs

by

DM & PJC

1973
fudge crust

comic boobs

chomp ian

enchilada da

bare phist

antidoting mama
lightning bold

tweet cage

neck brake
silver shoe

hang shirt

hand buttered

buy pie

painting hook

Mable leg

mini robot

munching bananas
moon spoon

letter rip

second September

funny finger

total toes

The 10th J

© Joyce Holland
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Les Fleurs

du Minimal

The fleurs are made with typewriter symbols,

starting with 4 and progressing to 8.
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